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OPENING A DOOR  
TO THE FUTURE
Fostering resilient and sustainable communities means that TPP 
works at the intersection of education, health and community 
empowerment. This year TPP focused on pre-primary school 
education, experiential learning, teacher professional development, 
school feeding programs and providing educational resources.

Milola

 Ngwenya sub-village. Initial enrolment was seventy-five students,
 but classes size quickly expanded to ninety. Currently pre-primary
 classes are held in the morning and Standard 1 classes are held in
 the afternoon.

Minister’s 
Deputy Minister of State Honorable Aggrey Mwanri who laid the  
o�cial foundation stone to open the school.

Aga Khan  
Foundation (AKF) workshop on integrating traditional culture into 
teaching and developing teaching materials. The Ngwenya teacher 
received training on the Montessori educational approach and an  
array of Montessori educational toys. Pre-primary schools were 
given national pre-primary school curriculum and text books. 

 Standard 1-7 curricula for all subjects and eighty-seven text  
books were provided to teachers during the workshop and  
later distributed to Milola schools.

 feeding programs. Corn and beans are grown for porridge and
 sesame is sold for funds to support the school feeding programs.

 school feeding program. Families contributed additional maize
 for porridge.

trips to the Conservation Agriculture site to speak with expert  
farmers, the Aga Khan rice program to visit experimenting farmers, 
the Nane Nane agricultural festival and Sokoine Hospital in Lindi.  

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION
The pre-primary school in 
Ngwenya sub-village opened its 
doors in January 2013. This is 
the first opportunity for children 
in this remote area of Milola to 
attend school. The nearest school 
was over 5 kilometers away, 
too far for 5- and 6- year-olds 
to walk. Now thirty-five pre-
primary students and fifty-seven 
standard 1 students are learning 
social skills and to read, write 
and do math. Equally important, 
they are learning in a new way. 
Their teacher, Mr. Hamis Nakone, 
received training on Montessori 
teaching approaches and on 
using oral culture as a teaching 
tool. These active approaches 
to learning contrast with the 
standard approach of lecture and 
memorization. 

Community ownership of 
the school and commitment 
to education is strong. Two 
community elders donated 100 
acres of land for the construction 
of the school building, a school 
farm and for families to relocate 
their homes closer to the school. 
Mothers bring water to the school 
and keep the school yard clean. 
Parents and students cleared 
the land for a school farm and 
planted maize and beans for the 
school feeding program. Young 
men help maintain the school 
building. The District government 
provided a teacher and has made
a commitment to build one
classroom a year.

The TAG Philanthropic 
Foundation and TPP support 
the Early Childhood Education 
Project in Ngwenya. Plans for the 
coming year include construction 
of duplex housing for Ngwenya 
teachers and an improved kitchen 
with a fuel e�cient stove and 
space for storage of food.





WATER ACCESS & QUALITY:
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OVERCOMING CHALLENGES
Access to safe water is a challenging problem throughout much of Tanzania. Over half the population
lacks access to safe water — a problem that promises to get much worse with climate change. In
Naitolia village, people say that everything depends on water — water is the beginning and the end of
everything. In 2008, when TPP began working in the community, over 85 percent of Naitolia households
got their water from seasonal ponds and rivers during the rainy season. These sources of water were not 
safe to drink. During the dry season, water was collected from shallow wells dug in the drying river bottoms. 
Milola has adequate water supply, but the gravity feed system from a spring located 29 kilometers away 
is over twenty-five years old. By 2011, the water system had broken down, and women and children were 
walking great distances to collect water or were paying high prices for water brought in by truck. In 2012, the 
government repaired the worst breaks, but by 2013 the old system had once again broken down and water 
was not reaching the village.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Naitolia

fetched water from unsafe sources or 
from a borehole seven plus kilometers 
from the village center, now access 
safe water from five new water taps 
that are centrally located. 

 
provided initial maintenance and  
oversight of the water system.  
Community members and the  

taken responsibility for organizing  
the community, protecting the  
pipeline from unauthorized use and 
supervising the next phase of the  
water project. 

the school, health clinic and other key points in the village. The village 
is contributing pipes and labor. 

cattle dip was completed. 
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CONVERGENCE OF HUMAN & ANIMAL HEALTH
TPP recognizes the interconnectedness of health, water, education and economic well-being. At this 
intersection, TPP is placing particular focus on the health and nutrition of school-age children and on 
zoonotic diseases. 

Tanzania, much less focus has been placed on the health of school children.  Promoting the health 
of school children not only addresses the immediate health needs of the child but also provides a 
foundation for better educational and future economic achievement. Conversely, poor health and 
malnutrition have been shown to be important underlying factors for poor student performance, high 
dropout rates, low enrollment, and absenteeism, and are seen to be constraints to achieving universal 
primary education and gender equality.

Zoonotic diseases – those disease which are transmitted from animals to humans — are particularly 
problematic among pastoralist communities and those communities living close to wildlife. Naitolia is a 
Maasai community dependent on livestock and is situated within a wildlife corridor. As such, Naitolia is 
especially vulnerable.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Milola
 

sustainable student health assessment (SHA) to 
track and address the health needs of school-age 
children.

health assessment (SHA), the TPP SHA team  
identified health conditions which can be  
assessed by teachers and which need to be  
assessed by trained health workers.

status in Tanzania, history of Tanzanian children’s 
health assessments and identification of student 
health assessment training materials. 

to Milola Health Clinic to avoid newborn heat loss  
during the first critical hours after birth.

9





5

LOCAL PEOPLE SOLVING 
LOCAL PROBLEMS
TPP engages in new forms of learning and problem solving with communities that promotes 
participation and adaptive learning. This participatory approach helps identify and address 
gaps in knowledge, skills and resources. At the same time, TPP supports training of local people 
so that they can become more confident and e�ective in addressing community issues and 
development needs.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT:
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he Milola youth group ONJAMITA developed plans for the  
upcoming planting season and applied for a loan from the  
District Council Community Development Department to support  
sesame farming. Guidance was provided by the TPP In-country 
Program O�cer and TPP Site Program O�cer.

sta� discussed ways to organize the community and young men 
(Moran) to supervise the water project and protect the newly laid 
pipeline from unauthorized use.

to develop training materials for a scalable school health  
assessment (SHA). Plans are to implement training of District  
government sta� and teachers and to implement the SHA in  
early October, 2013. 

 



STUDY ABROAD:

“ ”
EDUCATION IS THE 
BEST WEAPON 
AGAINST POVERTY.
   – Nelson Mandela12







Finances

TITLE GOES HERE

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS:
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The Tanzania Partnership Program is a private-public partnership supported  
generously by individuals, academic institutions and a coalition of diverse partners 
advancing the mission of TPP. Executive leadership is provided by Michigan State 
University. The initiative is committed to good stewardship of the resources and 

 

  Income
Donor Funds*  $712,576
MSU Funds $327,990
Total Income $1,040,566

  Expenses
Donor Funds $356,754
MSU Funds $327,990
Total Expenses $684,744
Carry Forward FY 2014 $355,822
* Includes carry forward from FY 2012.

Fiscal Year 2013 (July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2013)

Tanzania Partnership Program
FY2013 Expenditures - External Funds

Total donor funds expended in FY 2013 were 
$356,754. Of this amount, 60% was spent on
in-country implementation activities ($212,242);
18% was spent on MSU administration ($65,921);
3% on MSU/TZ research ($11,176), including
faculty and student research and baseline/
monitoring expenditures; and 19% on the Study
Abroad program (67,415). MSU expended an  
additional $327,990 toward the project.

During FY 2013, the majority of funding  
supported: Education projects, with a focus  
on early childhood education and teacher  
professional developement; Student Health 
Assessment; the Study Abroad program; and 
continued work to complete water projects in 
both villages.






